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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 341) commending Dr.
Douglas Holtz-Eakin for his dedicated, faith-
ful, and outstanding service to his country
and to the Senate.

S. RES. 341

Whereas Dr. Douglas Holtz-Eakin has
served as the sixth Director of the Congres-
sional Budget Office since February 4, 2003
and will end his service on December 29, 2005;

Whereas during his tenure as Director, he
has continued to encourage the highest
standards of analytical excellence within the
staff of the Congressional Budget Office
while maintaining the independent and non-
partisan character of the organization;

Whereas during his tenure as Director, he
has expanded and improved the accessibility
of the Congressional Budget Office’s work
products to the Congress and the public;

Whereas he has expanded and enhanced the
agency’s macroeconomic analyses of the
range of negative and positive feedbacks on
the economy and budget from fiscal policy
changes; and

Whereas he has earned the respect and es-
teem of the United States Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate of the United
States commends Dr. Douglas Holtz-Eakin
for his dedicated, faithful, and outstanding
service to his country and to the Senate.

There being no objection the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, the exec-
utive branch agencies have many pro-
grams to recognize performance and
talent. In the legislative branch, we
too often take personal effort and hard
work for granted. Unfortunately, the
Senate does not possess many ways to
recognize excellence, and thank the
people who make this institution func-
tion so well.

Today, I would like to take a little
time to mention something that is not
debatable. I think this is simply stat-
ing something that all Members, on
both sides of the aisle, know only too
well.

In the three years that Dr. Douglas
Holtz-Eakin has been Director of the
Congressional Budget Office, he has led
with dedication and integrity. He has
provided the Members of Congress with
impartial analyses of a wide array of
budgetary and economic issues. He has
never hesitated to meet with Members
and staff regarding any issue. Douglas
has always approached his responsibil-
ities with enthusiasm and a desire to
make sure that the information CBO
provides leads decisionmakers to cre-
ate better public policy outcomes.

Douglas Holtz-Eakin is the sixth Di-
rector of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice. He was appointed to that position
on February 4, 2003; following an 18-
month stint as chief economist for the
President’s Council of Economic Advis-
ers.

During his tenure, he has certainly
made an impression on CBO; leaving
behind a legacy that Congress will ben-
efit from for years to come. He has
strengthened and improved the trans-
parency of CBO’s analytical methods
by convening an annual Director’s Con-
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ference to bring in outside experts to
assist the agency in tackling complex
economic issues. He also has enhanced
the publication production effort by
publishing background papers that ex-
plain CBO’s models and methods, work-
ing papers that discuss new analytical
developments and improvements, and
issue briefs that communicate analyses
in a concise manner for those unable to
commit the time to more indepth re-
search. Dr. Holtz-Eakin has devoted a
great amount of attention to improv-
ing the clarity of CBO’s work to make
it more accessible to policymakers,
professional analysts, and the public.

Under Doug’s guidance, CBO ex-
tended its modeling and analytic ca-
pacity; most notably in the critical
areas of dynamic analysis and long-
term microsimulation. CBO also has
begun to apply the tools of modern fi-
nancial analysis to improve budgetary
and economic cost measures.

Prior to his appointment as CBO Di-
rector, Dr. Holtz-Eakin already had a
remarkable career, distinguishing him-
self in academia and as a public serv-
ant. He is a trustee professor of eco-
nomics at the Maxwell School of Syra-
cuse University, where he also served
as chairman of the Department of Eco-
nomics and as associate director of the
Center for Policy Research. He held po-
sitions as editor of the National Tax
Journal, associate editor of the Jour-
nal of Human Resources, and as a
member of the editorial board for Pub-
lic Budgeting & Finance, Economics
and Politics, Journal of Sports Eco-
nomics, Regional Science and Urban
Economics, and Public Works Manage-
ment and Policy.

Earlier in his career, he held aca-
demic appointments at Columbia Uni-
versity and at Princeton University.
Since 1985, he has served as a faculty
research fellow and research associate
for the National Bureau of Economic
Research. He has been a consultant to
the New Jersey State and Local Ex-
penditure and Revenue Policy Commis-
sion, the State of Arizona Joint Select
Committee on State Revenues and Ex-
penditures, and the New York State Of-
fice for the Aging. He also has served
as the Executive Director, Tax Study
Commission, New York State Assem-
bly.

Dr. Holtz-Eakin’s remarkable career
in public service will not end with CBO.
He will continue making positive con-
tributions to public policy research as
the next Paul A. Volcker fellow in
international economics and as the di-
rector of the Maurice R. Greenberg
Center for Geoeconomic Studies at the
Council on Foreign Relations. The
council is a nonpartisan research orga-
nization that is national in scope and
global in its reach.

Doug’s quick wit and sense of humor
will be sorely missed in the Halls of the
Capitol and on the fourth floor of the
Ford House Office Building. We wish
him good luck in his new endeavors
and are grateful for his contributions
and work on our behalf. He leaves be-
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hind a first-rate professional staff with
high morale, testimony to his excel-
lence in leadership. We wish him well.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I want
to join Senator GREGG in commending
the public service of Congressional
Budget Office, CBO, Director Douglas
Holtz-Eakin. Congress will lose a valu-
able member of the budget community
when he leaves CBO at the end of this
year to join the Council on Foreign Re-
lations. He has been an exemplary lead-
er for the agency and deserves to be
recognized for his outstanding perform-
ance.

Director Holtz-Eakin has lived up to
the high standards set by his prede-
cessors at CBO. He will be remembered
for leading the agency in an open,
straightforward, professional, and non-
partisan manner. From day 1, Director
Holtz-Eakin has been responsive and
helpful on a wide range of requests.
And he has repeatedly shown his con-
siderable knowledge of the budget and
economic affairs of the Nation.

I was initially concerned about Di-
rector Holtz-Eakin’s appointment in
2003 to the nonpartisan CBO, because
he was coming directly from an admin-
istration position, as the chief econo-
mist of the President’s Council of Eco-
nomic Advisers. However, Director
Holtz-Eakin put my concerns to rest by
demonstrating his desire and ability to
rise above political pressures and focus
on the best interests of the American
people.

Notably, Director Holtz-Eakin took a
balanced and scientific approach re-
garding the issue of dynamic scoring.
Ultimately, he concluded that the dy-
namic impact of various fiscal policies
could include a range of positive and
negative effects and, in any case, was
likely to be small.

Although we have faced difficult
times for our Nation’s budget, Director
Holtz-Eakin has provided Congress
with crucial information and insight.
His expertise, honesty, and good humor
will be missed. I commend Director
Holtz-Eakin for his public service and
wish him the best of luck in his new
position.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid on
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

———

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 21, 2005

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand in adjournment until 9 a.m. on
Wednesday, December 21. I further ask
that following the prayer and pledge
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the time for the two leaders be
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reserved, and the Senate then resume
consideration of the conference report
to accompany S. 1932 as under the pre-
vious order. I further ask consent that
there be 10 minutes for each leader
prior to the vote on the final action on
S. 1932.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. I further ask consent
that following the disposition of S.
1932, there then be 1 hour of debate
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees for debate only
and that following that time the Sen-
ate proceed to a vote on the motion to
invoke cloture on the conference report
to accompany H.R. 2863, the Defense
appropriations bill; provided further
that the live quorum be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

PROGRAM

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, tomorrow
we are moving to finish our final busi-
ness. We have several critical matters
to dispose of before we break for the
holidays, and there will be, as we said
earlier, a series of rollcall votes on the
deficit reduction conference report
starting sometime around 9:15 in the
morning. Senators should be prepared
for votes throughout the day on the
deficit reduction bill, the remaining
appropriations conference reports, and
other legislative and executive matters
which must be disposed of before we ad-
journ.

Again, as we have said earlier, Sen-
ators should stay close to the Chamber
throughout the day. It will be a very
busy day, and I thank all of my col-
leagues in advance for their patience. I
know this is a very challenging time of
year as we juggle planning for the holi-
days, constituent work, as well as com-
pleting our business here.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent in the hour that has
been specified for debate following dis-
position of S. 1932 that the 30 minutes
under the control of the Democrats be
divided as follows: 2 minutes each for
Senators FEINGOLD and BOXER, 3 min-
utes each for Senators BINGAMAN and
LIEBERMAN; that Senator BYRD be ex-
tended 7%2 minutes; Senator CANTWELL
would have 12% minutes under her con-
trol. That uses our 30 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
the Senator from Louisiana be given 20
minutes, after which I will come back
and close.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Louisiana is recog-
nized for 20 minutes.

——
HURRICANE KATRINA RELIEF

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, we do
have some important work to finish to-
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morrow. That is why I thought I would
spend a few minutes tonight reminding
my colleagues of a very significant
part of that work.

Before I came to work this morning,
I spent a little time with our two chil-
dren, our 8-year-old precious little
angel girl, Mary Shannon, and our 12-
year-old little boy. We spent some time
at breakfast, and then we started doing
what a lot of families do around this
holiday, and that is listen to some
Christmas music and some holiday
music and wrap a few gifts that they
had actually, amazingly picked out
themselves for their Kris Kringles. We
talked about how important it was
going to be to see family over the holi-
days. As they struggled to wrap the
gifts, with their tape and their scissors,
we tried to spend a little family time
together before I came to work today.

It reminded me of how simple but
wonderfully special those moments are
with families at this time of year, as
moms and dads make their regular
cookies and traditional dinners and
recipes and wrap packages the same
way and decorate the trees the same
way and put out the nativity scenes.
And all over the country that is hap-
pening.

There is one place that that is not
happening the way it usually does and
that is along the gulf coast of this
country, and particularly in Louisiana.

About 3 months ago, two fierce
storms hit our coast. We basically sur-
vived through the night, only to wake
up the next morning and find the lev-
ees had broken, and 200,000-plus homes
and 18,000 businesses were destroyed
literally in a matter of a few hours.

The devastation was so great and so
expansive and so unprecedented that it
has literally taken the Nation and this
Congress and even officials in the re-
gion, major business operations in the
region, 3 months or more to actually
realize the extent of the devastation.

I have spent a lot of time on the Sen-
ate floor with my colleague, Senator
VITTER, showing pictures and graphs to
try to explain what actually happened.
This one isn’t fancy. It is simple, but it
is pretty clear. When we come down
here to try to explain how much help
the people of Louisiana need, the peo-
ple of Mississippi, and to some extent a
little bit in Alabama and Texas be-
cause of two killer storms, Katrina and
Rita, and the multiple levee breaks
that ensued, one figure that helped my
staff and our people to understand is
this chart that shows Hurricane An-
drew as the most expensive storm ever
to hit the coast of the United States in
1992. They are still recovering from it
in Florida.

In that massive storm, 28,000 homes
were destroyed—28,000, in Homestead,
FL, and in places around. People are
still living in trailers after 10-plus, 14
years.

But I have to show my colleagues
right here, in Katrina, 3 months ago, a
storm and levee break came through
and around 275,000 homes, 10 times the
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amount of Hurricane Andrew, 10 times
the amount of destruction.

I was sitting in my home just a few
blocks from here with my children this
morning, with three rolls of wrapping
paper and a couple of pairs of scissors.
And, thank goodness, we could find the
Scotch tape which is always a chal-
lenge when you are wrapping gifts. I
had to close my eyes and think about
my mother’s house that is not occupied
now after 45 years of raising 9 children
and 37 grandchildren. It had 7 feet of
water in it.

And my sisters and our friends and
people from all walks of life, rich and
poor, Black and White, senior citizens
and moms and dads who are looking
forward to having their children and
grandchildren with them, there are no
homes to wrap these gifts or to put the
tree or to hang the lights.

I just came tonight to tell my col-
leagues that while this bill looks like
just sort of a regular package of lots of
words and lines and fine print, what is
in one of these bills tomorrow is a
package of hope for the 275,000 families
who lived in those homes that were
completely destroyed—not a roof dam-
aged, not a porch falling over, not a
few steps missing but homes com-
pletely destroyed.

I want to show you what a home
completely destroyed looks like; 275,000
homes along the gulf coast look some-
thing like this. Some of them look
worse.

This picture was in the National Geo-
graphic a couple of weeks ago. This is
what the homes along the gulf coast
look like.

That is why I am not going home this
Christmas while we will be working as
many hours and days as it takes until
people like this have some hope that
they can get back to their home. It is
not just Christmas, which would be im-
possible in this situation, but at least
by next Christmas.

I am going to say again, for the one-
hundredth time, FEMA is not suffi-
cient to get us back to our homes, to
build our churches again, to rebuild
our schools and to rebuild our commu-
nities. It is an insufficient mechanism,
and on its best day it could not accom-
plish this goal.

In this package tomorrow in the De-
fense appropriations bill, because of po-
litical concerns of the Congress, we
find our $29 billion hope package in
there that finally moves money from
an agency that can’t manage to spend
it well into the hands of competent
local officials and local entities and
private businesses and faith-based or-
ganizations and individual Americans
who show a lot of grit and a lot of
heart to build their State and their
community again.

We are not going home without the
hope package. It is not fair and Amer-
ica can do better.

This is what the inside of many
homes in New Orleans looks like be-
cause the water was so high in many of
our neighborhoods, even neighborhoods
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